
 

Guild   of   Berkshire   Artists  
 

To   everyone   in   our   Berkshire   community,  
 
Those   of   us   who   have   experienced   art   in   one   form   or   another   know   that   it   is   an   amazing   outlet   in   the  
experience   of   being   human.   It   can   be   both   a   powerful   tool   in   the   demand   for   change,   as   well   as   the   process   of  
healing.   We   of   the   board   of   the   Guild   of   Berkshire   Artists   would   like   to   imagine   that   artists   are   one   of   the  
most   open,   welcoming,   and   supportive   communities   of   people.   We   regret   that   it   has   taken   death,   suffering,  
protests,   and   the   reverberating   nationwide   call   to   action   from   our   communities   of    Black,   Indigenous   and  
People   of   Color    to   see   more   clearly   just   how   much   we   can   improve   so   close   to   home.   
 
We’ve   learned   so   much   from   the   shared   lived   experiences   openly   provided   from   our   nation’s   citizens   over   the  
past   few   weeks,   and   as   both   individuals   and   a   group,   hear   the   call   to   action   loud   and   clear   for   intent   listening,  
honest   reflection,   and   consistent   effort   towards   improvement   wherever   systemic   racism   and   inherent  
disadvantage   is   experienced.   We   stand   in   solidarity   with   the   Black   Lives   Matter   movement   and   in   support   of  
our   local   community   successfully   demonstrating   peaceable   protest   as   they   stand   for   change.   We   also   know   as  
we   do   the   work   to   bring   that   change   about,   we   probably   won’t   get   it   right   at   the   beginning,   but   we   promise   to  
continue   listening.   
 
The   arts   are   a   cornerstone   of   the   culture   of   the   Berkshires,   and   how   would   we   feel   if   we   felt   they   were  
inaccessible   to   us?   While   we   understand   that   not   every   artist   may   be   interested   in   joining   our   events   and  
programming,   we   would   never   want   an   artist   to   feel   that   they    can't .   So   moving   forward   we’ll   be   looking   into  
how   we   can   improve   opportunities   from   all   angles.   We   take   this   time   to   regroup   around   our   mission   and  
remember   that   our   purpose   is   deeply   rooted   in   the   love   of   our   Community,   and   if   we   are   not   working   to  
better   serve   all   of   our   community,   we   are   not   working   to   better   serve   our   mission.   We   humbly   ask   for   your  
patience   and   thank   you.   
 
As   an   organization   that   is   built   on,   and   relies   on,   volunteer   effort,   we   also   welcome   and   encourage   any   help  
our   members   can   bring   to   the   group   to   increase   education   and   inclusion.   If   you   have   any   ideas,   suggestions,  
resources,   or   other   information   you’d   like   to   share   with   us,   you   can   reach   me   by   emailing   the   Guild   of  
Berkshire   Artists'   communications   (social)   account,    gobasocial@gmail.com .  
 
With   hope   and   commitment,  
 
Jill   Gustavis,   President   of   the   Guild   of   Berkshire   Artists  
&   the   Guild   of   Berkshire   Artists   Board   of   Directors  
 


